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Environmental Responsibility

SEC Annual Event 2020



Environmental Challenges – Facts & Figures

Pollution:   POLLUTION

Pollution causes 4.2 Million deaths per year and affects the health of over 100 
million people. 



Environmental Challenges – Facts & Figures

SOIL DEGRADATION

Half of the topsoil has been lost in the last 150 years. 
It takes 500-1000 years for one inch of topsoil to be produced naturally.

https://www.google.ch/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freeiconspng.com%2Fuploads%2Fsoil-icon-0.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.freeiconspng.com%2Fimg%2F36242&docid=OI-Ve_WJpCn9VM&tbnid=7bocAAQksCtEtM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiHouWihqrkAhXEC-wKHZhaCgMQMwiMASgTMBM..i&w=2551&h=2551&bih=745&biw=1536&q=soil%20icon&ved=0ahUKEwiHouWihqrkAhXEC-wKHZhaCgMQMwiMASgTMBM&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Environmental Challenges – Facts & Figures

WATER SCARCITY

• Over 2 billion people currently experience severe 
water scarcity.

• Water use has grown at more than twice the rate of 
population increase globally.

https://www.google.ch/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn4.iconfinder.com%2Fdata%2Ficons%2Fnature-2-10%2F32%2F128-512.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.iconfinder.com%2Ficons%2F3009274%2Fdroplets_fresh_water_nature_rain_drops_water_drops_icon&docid=PO0_rXht7JOWvM&tbnid=EHzfJuQhJh8MZM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwj_0PuUhqrkAhXOy6QKHbi0DpoQMwhbKAAwAA..i&w=512&h=512&bih=745&biw=1536&q=fresh%20water%20icon&ved=0ahUKEwj_0PuUhqrkAhXOy6QKHbi0DpoQMwhbKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8


CLIMATE CHANGE

A one-meter sea-level rise may eliminate entire small island nations and tens 
of million people may be displaced in Bangladesh.

Environmental Challenges – Facts & Figures

https://www.google.ch/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edf.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Ffacebook_thumb%2Fistock_boy_on_dry_lake_bed_157418252_1200_x_630.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edf.org%2Fclimate%2Fhow-climate-change-plunders-planet&docid=UFX_lapTNncy5M&tbnid=KrBPO3WZw5vSiM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiS_PX-xrbkAhWzxcQBHemlC9kQMwg7KAQwBA..i&w=1200&h=630&bih=709&biw=1536&q=climate%20change%20effect&ved=0ahUKEwiS_PX-xrbkAhWzxcQBHemlC9kQMwg7KAQwBA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.ch/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.cbc.ca%2F1.4824818.1536957575!%2FfileImage%2FhttpImage%2Fimage.jpg_gen%2Fderivatives%2Foriginal_780%2Fhurricane-florence-landfall.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbc.ca%2Fnews%2Ftechnology%2Fhurricane-florence-climate-change-1.4824624&docid=eBXtsYqVo5K9oM&tbnid=4xjnEJxmRxTeeM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiS_PX-xrbkAhWzxcQBHemlC9kQMwg_KAgwCA..i&w=780&h=497&bih=709&biw=1536&q=climate%20change%20effect&ved=0ahUKEwiS_PX-xrbkAhWzxcQBHemlC9kQMwg_KAgwCA&iact=mrc&uact=8


11.09.2020 7

Environmental Challenges – Facts & Figures

BIODIVERSITY

• An estimated 80% of the original forest that covered the 
Earth has been cleared, damaged or fragmented.

• We lost 2/3 of our wildlife biodiversity globally over the 
past 50 years.

https://www.google.ch/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thegef.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fimages%2Fbiodiversity.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thegef.org%2Ftopics%2Fbiodiversity&docid=rDp_PprlclM6sM&tbnid=gsqYwLZIgpUv1M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjG4LS3yLbkAhWH1aYKHRtRDLMQMwh6KAEwAQ..i&w=1640&h=460&bih=709&biw=1536&q=biodiversity&ved=0ahUKEwjG4LS3yLbkAhWH1aYKHRtRDLMQMwh6KAEwAQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.ch/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalgeographic.com%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fenvironment%2F2018%2F08%2Fbiodiversity_report%2F01_biodiversity_nationalgeographic_2459173-2.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalgeographic.com%2Fenvironment%2F2018%2F08%2Fnews-biodiverity-tropics-climate-change-solutions%2F&docid=fVNpkoUi1GFEgM&tbnid=fnVhBc9mv-du8M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjG4LS3yLbkAhWH1aYKHRtRDLMQMwiMASgTMBM..i&w=2048&h=1536&bih=709&biw=1536&q=biodiversity&ved=0ahUKEwjG4LS3yLbkAhWH1aYKHRtRDLMQMwiMASgTMBM&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Environmental Challenges – Facts & Figures

WASTE

• There is a “plastic island” in the middle of the North Pacific. It’s the size of India, 
Europe and Mexico combined.

• Roughly one third of the food produced in the world gets lost or wasted.

https://www.google.ch/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Ficon-library.net%2Fimages%2Fwaste-icon%2Fwaste-icon-27.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Ficon-library.net%2Ficon%2Fwaste-icon-27.html&docid=nnpkk-fERXNZXM&tbnid=gM_4x9NmE8O5rM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwigg6fxhqrkAhWOM-wKHRklBqgQMwiEASgIMAg..i&w=1600&h=1600&bih=745&biw=1536&q=waste%20icon&ved=0ahUKEwigg6fxhqrkAhWOM-wKHRklBqgQMwiEASgIMAg&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.ch/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimages2.minutemediacdn.com%2Fimage%2Fupload%2Fc_crop%2Ch_2187%2Cw_3883%2Cx_0%2Cy_395%2Ff_auto%2Cq_auto%2Cw_1100%2Fv1562077101%2Fshape%2Fmentalfloss%2F30738-gettyimages-845816364.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fmentalfloss.com%2Farticle%2F30738%2Fwhy-mob-often-tied-garbage-industry&docid=eeDyWwEcbffmUM&tbnid=JiyiBGuAP5_RNM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwiE7d_qu7bkAhUhyKYKHQBgCDcQMwh5KAAwAA..i&w=1100&h=620&bih=709&biw=1536&q=waste&ved=0ahUKEwiE7d_qu7bkAhUhyKYKHQBgCDcQMwh5KAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.ch/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FdYBZK7sz25s%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DdYBZK7sz25s&docid=BlJwoQVqPzJNqM&tbnid=u4gpq3tzHTr1aM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjs3J78u7bkAhXCyKYKHdT6BMAQMwiFASgQMBA..i&w=1280&h=720&bih=709&biw=1536&q=waste%20ocean&ved=0ahUKEwjs3J78u7bkAhXCyKYKHdT6BMAQMwiFASgQMBA&iact=mrc&uact=8


Support sustainable and efficient use 
of resources 

Build resilience and build capacities 
to adapt to climate change

Environmental aspects need to 
always be considered and actively 
discussed with local partners and 
clients

• Economic development is based on 
the use of natural resources

• Poor people suffer most from 
environmental degradation, pollution 
and climate change

• In developing countries environmental 
awareness is often lower and no 
environmental management in place

Why is Environmental Responsibility 
important for Poverty Alleviation?



Environmental 
Responsibility 

a 
Sustainability

Criterion

Awareness

Institutional
integration

Environmental 
Responsibility 

in projects

Environmental Responsibility at Swisscontact



How can the SEC apply Environmental 
Responsibility?

 Reduce flights and compensate CO2

 Highlight the importance of environmental 
issues

 Work with partners / SMEs who are
a) environmentally friendly
b) willing to improve practices

 Highlight good practice examples 
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Example – Fish Farming in Bénin





Key problems of fish farmers at Toho Lagoon 

• Low productivity due to inefficient fish breeding 
techniques

• Limited access to good quality fish feed 

• Lack of modern & efficient smocking equipment

Increase Production & Income



Environmental Aspects

Highly vulnerable ecosystem
Pressure through human activities

Environmental impacts of fish farming
• Pollution through inadequate breeding practices
• Pollution through home-made fish feed

Water pollution in turn leads to lower 
productivity

Will increasing fish production lead to additional 
environmental damage?



• What is the current state of the lagoon ecosystem? 

• How can more fish be produced and at the same time negative impacts 
on the environment reduced?

11.09.2020 16

Key Questions

SEC expert supports Fisheries Association:
- Measure and analyse water quality parameters
- Recommendations regarding breeding techniques and feeding 

practices

Increase Production & Income & Environmental Health



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!
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